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Dear Member of the Media, 
An increased r e c o g n i t i o n of the e f f e c t s of occupational hazards on human 
h e a l t h , coupled w i t h increased l i t i g a t i o n and wider r e g u l a t o r y e f f o r t s have 
r e s u l t e d i n a considerable expansion i n the f i e l d of occupational medicine. 
The l a r g e s t occupational h e a l t h meeting i n the w o r l d , the annual American 
Occupational Health Conference (AGHC), w i l l be held i n San Francisco A p r i l 27, 
through May 3, 1991. Robert J. McCunney, M.D., the c l i n i c a l d i r e c t o r of the 
Occupational Health Program a t the U n i v e r s i t y H o s p i t a l a t Boston U n i v e r s i t y 
Medical Center, an a s s i s t a n t professor o f p u b l i c h e a l t h a t Boston U n i v e r s i t y 
School of Public Health, and corporate medical d i r e c t o r f o r the Cabot 
Corporation i n Boston, w i l l make three p r e s e n t a t i o n s a t the meeting. 
Here are b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n s of h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n s : 
• " I n t r o d u c t i o n t o Occupational M e d i c i n e " — A l t h o u g h occupational medicine 
has been a d i s c i p l i n e since 1954, a considerable shortage of w e l l - t r a i n e d and 
c e r t i f i e d s p e c i a l i s t s i n t h i s f i e l d s t i l l e x i s t s . According t o McCunney, many 
physicians enter the f i e l d e i t h e r i n mid-career or on a p a r t - t i m e basis 
w i t h o u t undergoing residency t r a i n i n g i n occupational medicine, which McCunney 
says i s the best way t o achieve competency. This day-long p r e s e n t a t i o n w i l l 
i n t r o d u c e the basic p r i n c i p l e s of occupational medicine and the issues 
c o n f r o n t i n g physicians who handle occupational medicine problems. This 
p r e s e n t a t i o n w i l l take place on Saturday, A p r i l 27, 1991 from 1-5 p.m. 
• "Medical Ethics i n P r i v a t e Occupational Medicine P r a c t i c e s " — 
Occupational medicine has i t s own unique e t h i c a l dilemnas. McCunney w i l l 
examine several of these dilemnas i n c l u d i n g : t o whom the occupational 
p h y s i c i a n u l t i m a t e l y i s responsible—employee p a t i e n t or employer;,what t o do 
when corporate p r a c t i c e adversely a f f e c t s employee h e a l t h ; c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y as 
i t p e r t a i n s t o the release of medical i n f o r m a t i o n obtained as a r e s u l t of a 
pre-placement e v a l u a t i o n or an independent medical examination. This 
p r e s e n t a t i o n w i l l take place on A p r i l 29, s t a r t i n g a t 1:30 p.m. 
• "Publishing i n Occupational Medicine"—McCunney, the e d i t o r of the 
Handbook of Occupational Medicine, w i l l describe a study t h a t evaluated the 
impact of occupational medicine on general medical p r a c t i c e . The study 
i n d i c a t e d a three f o l d increase d u r i n g the past t e n years of the number of 
a r t i c l e s published dealing w i t h occupational medicine, which suggests a more 
a c t i v e s p e c i a l t y . This p r e s e n t a t i o n w i l l take place on May 2, s t a r t i n g a t 
1:30 p.m. 
I f you are i n t e r e s t e d i n any of the presentations or would l i k e t o 
i n t e r v i e w the researcher, please give me or Be t t y R u s s e l l a c a l l a t (617) 
638-8491. 
Gina DiGravio 
Boston U n i v e r s i t y Medical Center 
